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From: The Rocky Mountain News
400 West Colfax Avenue, Denver, CO 80204
(303) 892-5000

July 12, 1967 - Page 5
MINISTER ASKS FOR DEFERMENT
(Worker: Dominic A. Enrietta)

NOTE: The following articles commonly refer to the Two by Two sect by the name of: CHRISTIAN CONVENTIONS. The
"silver-haired minister" is Harry Brownlee.

A 22-year old Denver man asked U.S. District Court Tuesday to rule that Selective Service officials have unjustly refused his claim for
draft deferment as a minister.

Dominic A. Enrietta, of 1551 5. Sherman Street, also asked the court to void or suspend a notice ordering him to report for induction
next Monday, and to prohibit federal authorities from filing criminal charges against him if he refused to report.

Enrietta’s complaint also seeks unspecified dollar damages and asks the court to order his local draft board in Trinidad to reevaluate
his claim for IV-D (ministerial) Classification.

Enrietta contends he is a full-time minister of the Christian Conventions faith. His court complaint states the religion “builds no
churches but has a far-flung membership which meets in small groups in homes and its ministers travel from group to group.”

Letters signed by several members of the faith state its ministers have no formal theological training and receive no salary, but are
selected by leaders of the sect and then train with an experienced minister of the faith.

Enrietta’s claim for IV-D classification was rejected by local and state draft boards and by the National Selective Service Appeal Board
on December 21, 1966. The National Board upheld the I-A-O classification given Enrietta by his local board. Persons so classified
may be drafted but are assigned to non-combatant duties.

From: The Denver Post
July 15, 1967
By Dick Prouty

LAWSUIT PUTS SECT IN SHUNNED LIMELIGHT

The filing of a federal court lawsuit has cast light upon a little known religious group that is the antithesis of the highly organized,
affluent Christian church, Protestant or Catholic.

Even then its members shunned the public eye because they aver it is Christ’s teaching, not their activities that should receive
attention.

The sect is Christian Conventions. It reportedly has some 2,000 members in Colorado. It owns no property and has no churches.
There are no records, not even of membership. Men and women are ordained to the ministry—a full-time, non-salaried vocation
termed “the highest and best calling on the face of the earth.”

No Doctrine or Literature

Christian Conventions has no rules, doctrine or literature. There is no organizational structure, even remotely comparable to the
hierarchy of better known religious groups. The sect follows and teaches the Christianity attributable to Christ himself in the Bible and
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New Testament, its only texts. The following is almost literal.

“About the only thing we have is Christ,” a Christian Conventions minister from Wheat Ridge said. He asked not to be identified,
explaining frankly he has no desire for personal publicity.

The minister, who said members of his family had been in Christian Conventions since 1904, was attending a U.S. District Court
hearing at which a brother minister, Dominic A. Enrietta, 22, sought to avoid induction into the Army because he believes he is entitled
to a ministerial deferment.

Request Was Refused

For legal reasons the request was refused. Monday the Trinidad, Colorado high school graduate (1963) and full-time Christian
Conventions minister Is to be processed for induction at the New Customs House, Denver.

The lawsuit claims the church and Enrietta are deprived of freedom of religion (guaranteed by the First Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution) because he’s been denied ministerial classification by the Trinidad draft board.

Records filed with the court show Christian Conventions has members In 50 states and was recognized as a religious group by the
Selective Service System in 1946. SSS no longer recognizes exemption groups by name. The records also show Nebraska draft
officials have granted Christian Conventions ministers deferments.

Enrietta, a member of the sect since 1962, presents an intelligent, personable appearance. He’s a clean-cut young man with a quick,
sharp sense of humor that belays any suspicions of puritanistic doctrines. He’s not a conscientious objector.

No Formalized Education

Enrietta has no formalized divinity education. He was ordained in September 1964, in a “laying on of hands” (as described in the New
Testament) by three Christian Conventions elders who ordained him as they believe Christ selected his disciples. Earlier Enrietta had
experienced “an inner call” to serve God. He'd been examined and found ready.

For nearly three years Enrietta and a senior minister have traveled about Colorado and the Rocky Mountain Great Plains area
teaching and living Christ's example. Like other ministers of his sect, male or female, Enrietta has no home, car or personal
possessions. He is dependent entirely upon his fellow man for food, clothing, shelter. He Is single, but may marry if he wishes
because the sect has no doctrine upon it.

An overseer explained that Christ’s teachings are Christian Conventions beliefs and practices. There are ministers, some of whom

are overseers, and lay members. There are no clerical privileges of rank. Ban of alcohol, tobacco, playing_cards or use of the rituals or
taboos of other religious groups have no weight with Christian Conventions members.

“It's a matter of personal choice,” the elder explained. “We believe In everything conducive to clean minds and healthy bodies...our
law is in the New Testament. Read that and you’ll know what we are,” he said.

While the church owns no property,_its members, who greet each day as the Lord’s on their knees in prayerful thanksgiving_and
dedication, own property and function in their communities as law abiding_citizens, the minister said during_a brief court recess.

Gather in Small Groups

The members gather in small groups in homes to pray, meditate and read the Gospel. Each Sunday there is a breaking_of bread
together, as related in the Scripture. “We're not a business,” the silver-haired minister said, “We're interested in souls, not property.
For us, Christianity is a seven day a week way of life,_not just a Sunday morning_demonstration. We're workers for the Lord’s word,”
he said. This was expressed with simple conviction rather than pride. There appeared no castigation by inference in the remark.

“We believe Christianity should make men and women loyal citizens and that we should defend our country and the government
which gives us the freedom we appreciate and enjoy,” the minister said. This was an expression of common sense,_not theology,_he
noted.

Christian Conventions takes no stand on racial discrimination or the war in Vietnam or other contemporary issues, although it does
tend to encourage its military members to seek noncombatant duty.

The ministers are untitled. The word “reverend” is,_their eyes, reserved for God alone. The members and ministers wear no special
clothing_or identifying_insignia. The church keeps no records, it was explained because records of who is and who isn’t a Christian
are kept only in heaven.

‘Fink’ Objector Now Hero
Sooner Saves 2 Fellow Soldiers
January 13, 1967
The Oklahoma Journal, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
By TOM TIEDE, Newspaper Enterprise Assn.

CU CHI Vietham—(NEA) —Dave Kropp, 21, never fires a weapon, never throws a grenade and never Kkills the enemy in this war.

But no matter.
He’s a soldier, anyway.
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Nobody would have figured it. When he joined the 25th Infantry Division, Kropp was branded a square. No drink, no gamble, no
swear. If he got unusually angry he would say, "Dang!"

Then, word got out.
"The louse,"” one guy fumed.

Kropp was a Conscientious Objector.

He had come by the title honestly enough. No political connections, no lofty theories on the legality of conflict, no condemnations of
aggression. Kropp simply was and is God-fearing.

In Caddo, Oklahoma, he had grown up in a loosely knit but strangely enduring religion with no name. "Undenominational faith" it said
on his draft papers. A sect with no church, no tithing, no headquarters and, unless somebody got up as a volunteer at the weekly
fellowship meetings, no preachers. Just God-fearing

People here, though, didn’t understand. He was, to some, a coward. A man who would not pick up a rifle and fight for his country.
"Fink," was a name they used. Or worse.

But no more. And never again. Recently Dave Kropp, a combat medic, wrapped up the name-calling in bloody bandages.

He was in the jungle at the time. His unit, company-sized, was spread out in an imperfect circle and hugging the ground. They had
walked into a trap and. a regiment of guerrillas surrounded them.

The fight was furious. The sound of rifles was endless. Chunks were dug from the earth by automatic fire; bark was split from trees,
and hundreds of hand grenades dropped into the U.S. position!

Casualties mounted.

"Help me!"

"I'm hit.”

"Get a medic over here."”

Kropp did all that he could. He wrapped wounds up with bandages from the victims’ first-aid pouches. He picked pieces of shrapnel
out of fragmented holes. He pulled fallen men back out of the line of fire. He cleaned and patched and comforted.

One of the early injured was hit in the back, the shoulder and just below the heart. He stopped breathing. The medic spread him flat
and instantly applied artificial respiration. But it didn’t work.

Other operations, however, did work. And in the ensuing hours, Kropp saved at least two lives, possibly many others.

One was a man with a sunken chest wound. A .30 caliber round had penetrated the GI's lung and air was seeping through the small
hole in short gurgling rushes.

Kropp acted rapidly, and confidently. He applied a large bandage which had been smeared with petroleum jelly. The cloth smothered
the hole, the jelly was airtight, and the man began to breathe again.

"Am | O.K.?"
"Take it easy.”
"Is it bad?"
"You'll be fine."

The medic bounced up and down between patients, partly from running, partly from ducking. And when men were hit in open
clearings, Kropp would crawl out to them on his stomach.

There were scores of wounds, hundreds of punctures. One man had his elbow blown off; another had pieces of steel in his cheek;
another suffered from a baseball-sized hole in his upper arm.

Kropp treated them all. In 30 hours of virtually continuous combat, the medic handled 25 casualties, some more than once.

Eventually, of course, the battle ended. Reinforcements arrived. The company was rescued. The survivors were comforted with
cigarettes. Nobody offered the medic any, though.

Dave Kropp never smokes.
View Article with photo

Impartial Reporter
March 21, 1968
Obituary of Mrs. Ruby Maud Dunn McLung [McClung]
Mrs. Ruby Maud Dunn McLung, of 33, Ulsterville Avenue, Lisburn Road, Belfast who died in Belfast City Hospital, on February 28th,
was one of the original Cooneyites of Fermanagh.
She was the youngest daughter of the late Captain Henry Maxwell Corfield, and great-grand-daughter of the late General Maxwell
Corfield, both of whom served in the British Army in India.
She was born in Hyderabad, India, where her father was then stationed. She met and married Francis David McLung in 1910, who
was an officer in the British Army attached to the Ordnance Department. When he retired later that year they came to Ireland and
bought a large farm at Nutfield, Brookeborough, Co. Fermanagh, where they resided for some years before going to reside at
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Skeogue House, Brookeborough.

After coming to Ireland at the age of 26 [1912] she and her husband met the late John West and his brother, William and they were all
converted through the late Edward Cooney, Enniskillen, and followed his faith.

Mrs. McLung retired from farming in Brookeborough in 1942 and went to live in Belfast where she died aged 82. She was buried on
March 1st at the New Methodist Cemetery, Maguiresbridge, the funeral being well attended by people who knew her from Belfast,
Tyrone and Fermanagh.

She is survived by two sons, William and Wilfred, (Belfast); two daughters, Amy (Mrs. Thomas J. Ovens, Brookeborough), and
Winifred (Belfast); five grandchildren and one great-grandson, Paul Craig.

Mrs. McLung’s ancestral home was Extercombe Castle, near Taunton, in Somerset. The castle has been well preserved and is now
an Old People’s Home. Records show that about 200 years ago the Corfields were the landlords of almost all Somerset, Devon and
Dorset. The Corfield family sword, dated the year 1300, is still on display in Taunton Museum.

NOTE: Her husband, David Francis McClung, passed away May 14, 1929, Brookeborough, Co. Fermanagh, N. Ireland. He was the
son of Maxwell and Susan Jane (Wilson) McClung. Among his siblings were Wilson McClung (Annie), Overseer of New Zealand and
Walter McClung (Chrissie) in South Africa; both were married Workers
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